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1. INTRODUCTION

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) occupy a special place in this Planet with unique landscape,
ecology and cultureThey possessiguae natural resources in terrestrial areas and in the deep sea.
Among these are mineralsnique biodiversity includingptential bioresources fopharmaceutical

products, hydrocarbons, renewable energy resources and fish stocks. They also have unique indigenous
knowledge that can help them to develop sustainably and manage their natural environment productively
and equitably.

With bountiful supplies of renewable energy sources such as biomass, wind, sun, ocean, wave, and hydro
and geothermal, accelerated deployment of renewable energy, SIDS provide a range of options for
development as well as vulnerabilities due to anthropogeessires such as climate changelesed

rise, biodiversity loss, pollution and economic dependencies.

In order to address the special needs of SIDS, a number of initiatives have been devised, adopted and
implemented. One such initiative is the Smaibliflaveloping States accelerated Modalities of Action
Pathway (SAMOA Pathway) that was adopted in 2014.

This note provides elaborations about the evolution of the SAMOA Pathway, its priorities, implementation
issuedesides suggesting a select numbeéntafrventions in support of sustainable development of SIDS
until 2024 when SIDS are expected to assess the status of implementing the priorities addressed under
the SAMOA Pathway (SAMOA Pathway+10).

All of these are providedo strengthen the implememtatand impactof the ongoing muktountry,

multiyear programme of work under the European Union funded Africa, Caribbean and the Pacific
(ACP) multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) (ACP MEAs) programme, that is under
implementation since 2009 andrrently is in its third phase (ACP MEAs 3).

The SAMOA pathway was adoptedduring thethird Summit of thé&nited Nations Small Islands
Developing Stategh 2014'. TheSamoa Pathway framework sets out the sustainable development
priorities of small island developing States that builds oB#neados Program of ActigBPOA) or
theUnited Nation®rogramme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Develop
States (1994) and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action
for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing G008

During theRio Earth @8nmitn 1992, states comrted themselves to address the problems of sustainable
development oSIDS& In 1994, thdirst SIDS summaasheld in Barbadgdollowingup onthe RioEarth
Jummit. In 1999, there was a review of the implementation of the Bamadpamme of actigrfollowed

by the adoption othe Mauritiusstrategyfor the further implementation of the programme of adtiothe
SIDSn 2005 The Mauritius Strategy was further reviewed in 2010 where it was noted that SIDS were not
track toachieve the Millennium Development GoAEG$ due to thespecificchallenges facing SIDS.

1 https://www.un.org/ga/search/view doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/69/15&Lang=E
2 https://www.un.org/esa/dsd/dsd _aofw_sids/sids pdfs/BPOA.pdf

3 https://www.un.org/ga/search/view doc.asp?symb  ol=A/61/277&Lang=E
4 https://lundocs.org/en/A/CONF.151/26/Rev.1(vol.l)
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In 2012, TheUnited Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Ridgi2@htedhat SIDS are

a special case for sustainable developmesding special attenticsiue to their uniqueatureand
vulnerabilities, that include their small size, remoteness, nagowces, and exposure to global
environmental and economic challenges such as climate change, frequent and intense natural disasters

Thethird International Conference on Small Island Developing (&) was held in Apia, Samoa in
September 2014whichadopted the Samoa Pditway, a 10-year programme of action with a goal on
sustainable development and poverty eradicaamticulating thaspirations and priorities for period 2015

0 2025 for SIDSThethird SIDS summit in 2014 resulted00 multistakeholdepartnerships in support

of SIDSand it established an intergovernmental SIDS Partnership Framework, to monitor progress of
existing partnerships and stimulate new durable partnerships for the sustainable development of SIDS
The framework entails thetilization of SIDS partnership dmeworkto monitor and ensure the
implementation of environmeatated pledges and commitments through partnerships for SIDS.

In September 2019, the 74th session oflinéed Nation§&eneral Assembly reviea progress made

in addressing the priorities of the SIDS through the SAM®wWay implementati@nDuring this high

level meeting on monitoring the implementation of Samoa Pathway, UN DESA undertook a capacity
development project to support the work af 8IDS Partnership Framewarkl to prepare for the
SAMOA Pathway mitkrm review. The project aimed adsessing the status of partnerships for SIDS
counties identifying best practices and gaps so as to foster partnerships for the implementation of
SAMQA Pathway; to raise the capacity of diverse stakeholders to develop durable partnerships for
SIDS and to strengthen the review and monitoring process of SIDS partnerships.

. THE SAMOA PATHWAY

TheSamoa Pathway highlights key issuesddry SIDS as follows

- Degradation and Scarcity of Freshwater Resources
SIDS experiencmcreasing shortages of freshwater as a result of multiple pressures and climate
change impacts on their vulnerable freshwater resources.

- Limited Resources and Lari@@hpacity
Most SID®avelimited land resources, which are under increasing demand and intense pressures
from multiple and competing uses as well as from climate change and extreme events. These
cumulative pressuraee leading to the land carrying capacity being exceeded.

- Lossof Biodiversity and Associated Ecosystem Services
The accelerating loss e€osystems and biodiversitySIDS can be attributed to growing human
pressures on land coupled with sea level rise and associated impacts, which are pressure on the coast
lines/ coastal shores. Many SIDS are already experiencing widespread degradation of coastal
ecosystems and approaching the limit of tteeitying capacityto provide goods and services

5 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/futurewewant.html
6 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sids/partners  hips2018
7 https://undocs.org/en/A/74/381/Add.2
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- Inhibited Renewable Energy Opportunities
SIDS are well endowed with renébl@energy potential but face a number of barriers to renewable
energy developmentvhich includdack of availability of appropriate technolags and limited
finances

- High Costs and the Adverse Effects of Climate Change and Natural Disasters
Climate change and sea level rise have a greater impact on the environment aretsociic
development in SID8imate change and sea level rise impacts are expected to plersigr.even
if greenhouse gas emissions are stabilized

- Threatened Food and Livelihood Security
The breakdown of traditional agroecosystems and loss of biodiversity and ecosystem functions from
a combination of natural and mamade pressures is one of the most rapidly emerging threats to
food and livelihood sexity in SIDS.

- Ocean Pollution
Dumping of chemicals and toxic iterasvell as plastic pollutian the Ocean/ seas has adverse
environmental implications for the marine and coastal ecosystems dhgHeSaffect not just the
livelihoods of people budlso their health and nutritional securities.

- Water and Sanitation
SIDS face numerous challenges with respect to freshwater resbhisiesluas pollution, the
overexploitation of surface, ground and coastal waters, saline intrusion, drought and water scarcity,
soil erosionnadequatewater and wastewater treatment and the lack of access to sanitation and
hygieneservices

- Remoteness of the Srildslands and SmaHlScale Economies
SeveralSIDS have challenges arising from the remoteness of the smallidida®& DS wittheir
small scale economiaggarticular vulnerable tthe adverse effects of climate change which results
to disasterspks of life and infrastructure which also causes adverse effects on the social, economic,
let alone the environmental aspects.

- High debt levels
The adverse impacts of climate change in SIDS have placed additional burdens on their national
budgets and have resultéd increasing economic hardships

- Limited Funding
Lack of access to sufficient, affordable development financing, including caaldassimingare
a major challenge for several SIDS.

The SAMOA Pathwaglentifies a number of opportunities for SIDS, including

1. Options for better atural resources managemémnt sustainable development
2. Enhancingooiservation
3. Better mnaging threats from chemicals and wast
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4. Strategic p@rtnerships
5. Strengtheningesilience
6. Strengtheningriowledge jnnovationgcience andechnology

4. THE ACP MEAs 3 PROGRAMME

5 *’{" A e AW - h- |
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The ACP MEAAfrican, Caribbean and the Pacific Multilateral Environmental Agreg¢pragiamme
is an EGJNEP partnership programme tisieingimplemergd sinceMarch 2009, aiming to address
challenging environmentdvernanceassues through implementation of MEAs in the ACP regions.

The third phase of therogramme(ACP MEA 3(2020-2024) focuses omssisting AGBountries to
enforce, comply and strengthen implementation of MEAs related to biodiversity, chemicalseand wast
strengtheningocean/seas governance hallengesand supporting mainstreaming agriculture and
biodiversity as weks dealing with reducing impacts of chemicals and pollution in agriculture.

Ths multicountry, mulyear programme is being coordinated by UNEP through implementing partners

such as the African Union Commission (Africa), CARICOM Secretariat (Caribbean) and SPREP (the Pacific)
as regional hubs as well as a number of MEAs belonghigdiversity and chemicalsctivities related

to ocean governance and marine issues are implemented through four regional seas programmes,

SAMOA Pathway and the ACP MEAs Programme



namely, Cartagena Convention, Nairobi Convention, Abidjan Convention and Noumea Convention. The
Food and Agricultat Organization (FAO) implements activities related to agriculture.

TheACPGroup of States (ACR3 composed ofAfrican, Caribbean and Pacific states. There are 48
countries from Africd,5 from the Pacifi@and 16 from the CaribbeanThirtynine of thesecountries
belong to SIDS (List provided in the Annex).

4.1 LINKING ACP MEAs 3 PROGRAMME WITH SAMOA PATHWAY

Linking ACP MEAs 3 Programme and SAMOA Pathway

ACP MEAs objectives
biodiversity and management ¢
threats fronthemicals and wast
as well as ocean governance a
crosscutting to the SAMC
pathway priorities, namel

managing threats from chemic: - Capacity building

and waste; natural resource - Awareness raising

management  for  sustainab - Knowledge and information
development; partnership: man ment

resilience building; knowledg: anageme T .
innavation, science ani - Strengthening institutions in
technology. support of environmental governa

- Enhancing Partnerships
- Promoting SoutBouthCooperation

Chemicals and Waste
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The following matrix exemplifies some actions identified under thME&®3 Programme in support of realizing the SAMOA Pathway

Table: ACP MEAS 3 programme and its contributions to SAMOA Patliway

ACP MEA 3Activities and

support for
Biodiversity Coalitiod Global
Launch Concept during t

World Ocean Day

Key Issues Elements fronrBAMOA Pathway Contributions Examples ofActions
ggggort ;E)Jg:ahmbnig dEC:rS?:; Support to_build_ing gapacity of nggo';ia_ltors and preparation
framework and itd a_gepda/p_ohcy briefs in support of flnallz_lng thg post 2_029_g|ol
implementation: supportif bIOd!VeI’SI'[Y f_ramevx_/ork; support to seeking regional priorities V
. Accelerating biodiversity synergies arr’long releva ma_kmgde_cnsmadurmg_ CBD COP 15; development of reg_iar_nd
Conservation conservation and securing | MEAS. national |mplementat|qn p!ans_, fgr post 20_20 .g!obal bIOdIV.e.l
ecosvstems _ __| framework; strengthening institutional and individual capaciti
y Participate  and  provide 5 relevant stakeholders, including women and youth

implementing the framework and enhancing partnerships
institutions and agencies in support of accelerating conser
action.

8 Sources of information

- ACP MEAs Programme Log frame
- https://caricom.org/projects/

- https://www.sprep.org/

- https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/c

onnect-university/post/connect -university -summer-school-2021-digital -our-planet

- http://lwww.sustainablesids.org/kb/samoa

-pathway-priority

- https://undocs.org/en/A/74/381/Add.2

% Annex 1: UNDESA Draft Concept Note on SIDS Biodiversity Coalition
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Implementation of initiatives |
frameworks for sustainab
consumption and producti

patterns, blue economy and ocej
based green economy.

Implementation of releva
MEASs, Regional Se
Conventionsand Action Plan
and Agreements and the law
the sea(UNCLOS).

Development of regiongll representative networks of mari
protected areas; Strengthen governance framework&dgional
Seas Conventiongnd Action PlansSupport to development arn
implementation of Blue Economy frameworks that considers if
of all relevant groups, espally the local communities.

Engaging in  Regional Se
Conventionsaand Action Plandor
better management of coasts a
oceansincluding adhering Protoco

Assisting  ACG&buntries (g
enforce, comply strengthen a
implement MEAR2gionalSeas
Conwentionsand Action Plaren
ocean/seas governance.

Providing tools, guidance and capacities for ACP member sté
optimizing the implementation of global MEAs and regio
environmental framework

Partnerships

Strengthen cooperation at the st
national, national, sutegional,
regional and international levels |
focus al so rem
national actions.

Support to SoutBouth ang
triangular cooperation
strengthening partnerships
regional, national and locsa
levels.

SIDS partnerships und
development, based on tf
principles of sustainabl

development priorities national
ownership, mutual trust, alignmi
harmonization, results orientati
transparency, accountability ar
legislation.

The ACP MEA programnie
engage in building nationg
capacity for informeo
policymaking in the area ¢
sustainable developmerdand
on environmental aspe(
related to the accessio
ratification and implementatig
of multilateral environment
agreementsincluding Protoco
under the Regional Se
Conventions and Action Plans

Support to interegional dialogues on priority setting between &
within ACP countries; Support to regional entities and multil
agencies in prioritizing action for SIDS such as support
Ministerial Declaration for SIDS and biodiversity through the O
secretariat and others.

Supporting establishment of Centers of Excellence in the reg
deal with issues of technology transfer, cooperation and know
management, sharing.

10
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Development of lonterm policieg
and strategies on reducing the use
chemicals and plastics such as pl;
bags and singlaised plastics.

Managing
Threats froni
Chemicals an

Centre of Excellence Traini
Initiatives to enhance knowled
transfer on waste treatme|

technologies, ban of plastic al
Styrofoam with the aim of enhanci
SDGs on gootiealth and wellbeing
climate action, life below water ar
life on land.

Support to AU / UNEP campaign on banning plastic in Africa (
Convention, Nairobi and Abidjan Conventions) to promote
practices Support the efficient implemation of the marine litte
Protocols in Nairobi and Abidjan Conventions.

Support to the managin
chemicals, waste and reduc
pollution through national ar
local interventions to ingohent
MEAs such as BRS convenl
Minamata convention, Bama
convention and others.

Technical support for coordination of network of practitione
promote regional best practices in the management of plastic
and cooperation among relevant actors for theinwlitter plastics
and microplastic, chemicals and related issnexidition, suppor
activities relatedto nutrientsreduction, pollution reduction a
wastewater strategies and action plans, improving disch
regulations and implementingmmunitpasedactivities to reduc
pollution from plastics and domestic wastewater including U
naturebasedsolutions and waste as a resource.

Waste

Support to regenerative use |
materials (transforming waste
wealth), which would offer significe
opportunities to boost econor
growth, job creation, and innovatic

Development of framework fq
the conservation an
sustainable management
African marine ecosystems
combat maritime pollution

Reduction in the influx of waste entering the marine enviror|
Documenting best practicesd lessons learnt in marine it
management.

It aims at creating economic value
2030 by encouraging corporat
leaders to recgle so as eliminat
waste.

Carry out educational
awareness  campaigns,
encourage increase
involvement of CSOs and t
private sector on wast
management.

an

Leading the regional coordination and delivery of was
management and pollution control action and uses the str
management framework, Cleaner Pacific 2025, in guiding reg
cooperation and collaboration; Assisting SIDS to build capad
implement waste, chemicals, and pollutants programmes, ar
focuses on+oountry human resource support, technical cooper
as a longefterm seHsufficiency approach.

11
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SIDS possess unique indigel
knowledge and traditiona
technologies that helps them
manage their natural environnie
They aim at incorporating the
technologies into the educatiol

Create  opportunities  fo
capacity building of SIDS ¢
appropriate use of traditiona
knowledge, practiceg
documenting the lessons &

Development of guidance for SIDS on issues of conservatiq
development, including through establishment of regional net
of actions.

Resilience . . .
- syllabus at national levels. challengesscalingup actions
Building
Socialinclusiomctivities targeting tc
strengthen the youth, marginalizl Strengthen the engagemg Creatingof womenand youthcentricactionclustergor enhancing
groups and focusing on gend and participation by youth an( participationand decisiomrmakingncludingat global levels.
perspectives, to change vulneral women in the implemeritat of
groups to empowered communitie the SAMOA Pathway.
ACRMEA  programme t
develop a Knowledge
Knowledge, Management Platform fg Technical assistance for the creation and maintenance MEAS
Innovation, Establish platforms, networks ¢ sharing knowledge an| Knowledge Sharing Platfornsupport for establishing region
Science  ang opportunities for SIDS. enhance learning with AQ center of excellence under the CBD for technology traf
Technology MEAsrogrammepartners and cooperation and knowledge management.

SIDS within the ACP ME

region.

12
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5. SETTING THE TARGETS FOR SAMOA + 10 (2024)

Photo by Peter Prokosch

Given that thémplementation of thACP MEAs programngeexpected to continue urzd24, when

the SAMOA Pathway will complete ten years of actions on the gribism@dection of the document
focuses on how the ACP MEAs 3 programme will be preparing itself to support not only commemorating
the 10 anniversary but also beyond, considering the linkages with MEA processes and.the SDGs

This section therefofecugs on key recommendations/outcomes of the revieBANMOA Pathway
(2019) and preparing the SID8overed under the ACP MEAs 3 progranforehe SAMOA Pathway
+10 in 2024.

In line with thishe followingproposalsare being madeunder the ACP MEAs 3 programfor the
period 2021-2024.

13
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